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                                  UNITED STATES
                        SECURTIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
                             WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

                                  SCHEDULE 14A
                                 (RULE 14a-101)

                    INFORMATION REQUIRED IN PROXY STATEMENT

                            SCHEDULE 14A INFORMATION

PROXY STATEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 14(a) OF THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934
                                (AMENDMENT NO. )

Filed by the Registrant / /

Filed by a Party other than the Registrant //

Check the appropriate box:

         /X/ Preliminary Proxy Statement

         / / Confidential, for Use of the Commission Only (as permitted by Rule
             14a-6(e)(2))

         / / Definitive Proxy Statement

         / / Definitive Additional Materials

         / / Soliciting Material Under Rule 14a-12

                                A. SCHULMAN, INC.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                (Name of Registrant as Specified in Its Charter)

                STARBOARD VALUE AND OPPORTUNITY MASTER FUND LTD.
                     STARBOARD VALUE & OPPORTUNITY FUND, LLC
                               RCG ENTERPRISE, LTD
                                   PARCHE, LLC
                           RCG STARBOARD ADVISORS, LLC
                          RAMIUS CAPITAL GROUP, L.L.C.
                                C4S & CO., L.L.C.
                                 PETER A. COHEN
                                 MORGAN B. STARK
                               JEFFREY M. SOLOMON
                                THOMAS W. STRAUSS
                                MARK R. MITCHELL
                              MICHAEL CAPORALE, JR.
                                    LEE MEYER
                              YEVGENY V. RUZHITSKY
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    (Name of Persons(s) Filing Proxy Statement, if Other Than the Registrant)
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