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    (17 CFR 230.425)
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ITEM 5.02   DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS;
APPOINTMENT OF PRINCIPAL OFFICERS.

         Effective April 20, 2006, Nextel Partners, Inc. terminated the
employment of James Ryder, its Chief Operating Officer.
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                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                            NEXTEL PARTNERS, INC.

                                            By: /s/ Donald. J. Manning
                                                ----------------------
                                                Name:  Donald J. Manning
                                                Title: Vice President, General
                                                       Counsel and Secretary

Date:  April 26, 2006
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