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     Item 5. Other Events and Required FD Disclosure

     On January 21, 2003, Barnes & Noble,  Inc., through its newly formed wholly
owned subsidiary B&N SPC Acquisition Corp.,  completed its previously  announced
purchase of the assets of  Sterling  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  a  privately  held
company that is one of the top 25  publishers in the United States and a leading
publisher of how-to books.  The purchase price was  approximately  $115 million.
Immediately  following the acquisition,  B&N SPC Acquisition  Corp.  changed its
name to Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.

     On January 22, 2003, Barnes & Noble, Inc. issued a press release announcing
the  completion of the  acquisition  of the assets of Sterling  Publishing  Co.,
Inc., which press release is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1.

     Item 7. Financial Statements, Pro Forma Financial Information and Exhibits

     (c) Exhibits

     99.1 Press Release Barnes & Noble, Inc., dated January 22, 2003
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     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                         BARNES & NOBLE, INC.
                         (Registrant)

                         By: /s/ Lawrence S. Zilavy
                        -------------------------------
                         Name:    Lawrence S. Zilavy
                         Title:   Chief Financial Officer

Date: January 23, 2003
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