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ITEM 9. REGULATION FD DISCLOSURE

The board of directors of the Registrant, today, authorized the Registrant to purchase up to 10,000,000 shares of its
authorized and issued common stock in the open market or otherwise, to be held as treasury stock or retired, in such
amounts and for such prices as may be determined from time to time. This authorization is in addition to previously
approved resolutions adopted by the Registrant s board of directors. As of today, the Registrant has authorization to
repurchase up to 12,602,907 shares of its common stock.
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