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eck all applicable
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(Last) (First) (Middle) 3. Date of Earliest Transaction __X__ Director __ 10% Owner
(Month/Day/Year) belOW)Officer (give title below)Other (specify
5900 LAKE ELLENOR 01/07/2005
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(&) Gz i Table I - Non-Derivative Securities Acquired, Disposed of, or Beneficially Owned
1.Title of 2. Transaction Date 2A. Deemed 3. 4. Securities Acquired 5. Amount of 6. 7. Nature of
Security (Month/Day/Year) Execution Date, if Transaction(A) or Disposed of (D) Securities Ownership  Indirect
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Instr. 4
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Common Savings
1,451.847 D 1
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Table II - Derivative Securities Acquired, Disposed of, or Beneficially Owned
(e.g., puts, calls, warrants, options, convertible securities)

1. Title of 2. 3. Transaction Date 3A. Deemed 4. 5. Number 6. Date Exercisable and 7. Title and Amount of 8
Derivative Conversion (Month/Day/Year) Execution Date, if Transactiowf Derivative Expiration Date Underlying Securities D
Security or Exercise any Code Securities (Month/Day/Year) (Instr. 3 and 4) S
(Instr. 3) Price of (Month/Day/Year) (Instr. 8) Acquired (
Derivative (A) or
Security Disposed of
(D)
(Instr. 3, 4,
and 5)
Amount
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Exercisable Date 18U (l:lfumber
Code V (A) (D) Shares
Stock
Opion ¢ ¢ 1763 01/07/2005 M 6,927 12/12/1997 01/12/2005 COMMON 6 957
(Right to Stock
Buy)
Reporting Owners
. Relationships
Reporting Owner Name / Address
Director 10% Owner  Officer Other
LEE JOE R
5900 LAKE ELLENOR DRIVE X
P.O. BOX 593330
ORLANDO, FL 32859-3330
Signatures
Douglas E. Wentz, Attorney-in-fact for LEE, JOE R., 5900 Lake Ellenor Drive, P.O. Box 01/11/2005

593330, Orlando, FL. 32859-3330, Darden Restaurants, Inc. (DRI)

**Signature of Reporting Person Date

Explanation of Responses:
*  If the form is filed by more than one reporting person, see Instruction 4(b)(v).
**  Intentional misstatements or omissions of facts constitute Federal Criminal Violations. See 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 15 U.S.C. 78ff(a).

The number of shares reported is based on a plan statement dated December 31, 2004 and is derived from an undivided interest in a fund
(1) consisting of both Darden common stock and a small cash position that fluctuates from time to time. The number of shares reported may
change based on the size of the cash position at the time of reporting.
Note: File three copies of this Form, one of which must be manually signed. If space is insufficient, see Instruction 6 for procedure.
Potential persons who are to respond to the collection of information contained in this form are not required to respond unless the form displays
a currently valid OMB number.
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