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UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM S-4

REGISTRATION STATEMENT

UNDER

THE SECURITIES ACT OF 1933

WASHINGTON FEDERAL, INC.
(Exact name of Registrant as specified in its charter)

Washington 6035 91-1661606
(State or other jurisdiction

of incorporation or organization)

(Primary Standard Industrial

Classification Code No.)

(I.R.S. Employer

Identification No.)
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Roy M. Whitehead

President and Chief Executive Officer

Washington Federal, Inc.

425 Pike Street
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Seattle, Washington 98101

(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

with a copy to:

Norman B. Antin, Esq.

Jeffrey D. Haas, Esq.

Patton Boggs LLP

2550 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Robert J. Diercks, Esq.

Foster Pepper PLLC

1111 Third Avenue, Suite 3400

Seattle, Washington 98101

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: Upon consummation of the merger described herein.

If the securities being registered on this Form are being offered in connection with the formation of a holding company and there is compliance
with General Instruction G, check the following box. ¨

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box and
list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities
Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ¨

Calculation of Registration Fee

Title of Each Class of Securities to be Registered
Amount to be
Registered(1)

Proposed Maximum
Offering Price Per
Share or Unit(2)

Proposed Maximum
Aggregate Offering

Price(2)
Amount of

Registration Fee
Common Stock, par value $1.00 per share 3,973,852 N/A $81,919,521 $2,515

(1) Based upon an estimate of the maximum number of shares of common stock of Washington Federal, Inc. (�Washington Federal�) to be issued pursuant to the
Agreement and Plan of Merger, dated as of July 2, 2007, between Washington Federal and First Mutual Bancshares, Inc. (�First Mutual�), based on
(i) 6,695,622 shares of First Mutual stock outstanding, (ii) an assumed exchange ratio of 1.187 shares of Washington Federal common stock for each share of
First Mutual common stock (which assumes an average closing price of $22.78 per share of Washington Federal common stock) and (iii) the exchange and
cancellation of 50% (3,347,811 shares) of such outstanding shares of First Mutual common stock for Washington Federal common stock at such exchange
ratio.

(2) Pursuant to Rules 475(c) and 457(f) under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, the registration fee is based on the average of the high and low prices for a
share of common stock of First Mutual as reported by the Nasdaq Stock Market on August 7, 2007 ($25.75) multiplied by the number of shares of common
stock of First Mutual to be exchanged in the merger (6,695,622) less the amount of cash to be paid by Washington Federal for such shares in the merger
($90,492,746).

The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the
Registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective in
accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of 1933 or until the Registration Statement shall become effective on such date as the
Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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Information contained in this document is subject to completion or amendment. A registration statement relating to these
securities has been filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. These securities may not be sold nor may offers
to buy be accepted prior to the time the registration statement becomes effective. This document shall not constitute an
offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy nor shall there be any sale of these securities in any jurisdiction in which
such offer, solicitation or sale is not permitted or would be unlawful prior to registration or qualification under the
securities laws of any such jurisdiction.

DATED AUGUST 10, 2007, SUBJECT TO COMPLETION

FIRST MUTUAL BANCSHARES, INC.

400 108th Avenue, N.E.

Bellevue, Washington 98004

(425) 455-7300

            , 2007

Dear First Mutual shareholders:

You are cordially invited to attend a special meeting of shareholders of First Mutual Bancshares, Inc. to be held at             .m., Pacific Time, on
                , 2007 at                     . At the special meeting, you will be asked to consider and vote upon a proposal to approve an agreement and
plan of merger pursuant to which First Mutual will be merged with and into Washington Federal, Inc.

If the merger agreement is approved and the merger is subsequently completed, each outstanding share of First Mutual common stock will be
converted into the right to receive:

� a cash amount equal to $180,985,491 divided by the number of shares of First Mutual common stock outstanding immediately prior
to the closing of the merger, which is referred to as the �per share cash consideration�; or

� a number of whole shares of common stock of Washington Federal, Inc., determined by dividing the per share cash consideration by
the average closing price of Washington Federal common stock during a specified period preceding the merger, plus cash in lieu of
any fractional share interest.

As of                 , 2007, there were 6,695,622 shares of First Mutual common stock outstanding, which would calculate to a per share cash
consideration of approximately $27.03.

You will have the opportunity to elect to receive all cash, all stock or a combination of cash and stock for your shares of First Mutual common
stock. However, the form of consideration that you choose is subject to allocation procedures set forth in the merger agreement which are
intended to ensure that 50% of the aggregate value of the merger consideration is paid in the form of shares of Washington Federal common
stock, with the remaining merger consideration to be paid in cash.

In addition, under certain circumstances, Washington Federal may, in its sole discretion, elect to revise the merger consideration so that each
outstanding share of First Mutual common stock will be converted into the right to receive solely the cash consideration regardless of the
election of stock or cash consideration by First Mutual shareholders.

The Washington Federal common stock is traded on the Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol �WFSL.� On                 , 2007, the closing
sale price of a share of Washington Federal common stock was $            .
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The merger cannot be completed unless the holders of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of First Mutual common stock vote in favor of
approval of the merger agreement at the special meeting.

Based on our reasons for the merger described in the accompanying document, including the fairness opinion issued by our financial advisor,
Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, Inc., our board of directors believes that the merger is fair to you and in your best interests. Accordingly, our board
of directors unanimously recommends that you vote �FOR� approval of the merger agreement.

The accompanying document gives you detailed information about the special meeting, the merger and related matters. We urge you to read
this entire document carefully, including the considerations discussed under � Risk Factors,� beginning on page 16, and the annexes to the
accompanying document, which include the merger agreement.

Your vote is very important. Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please take the time to vote by completing and mailing the
enclosed proxy card or by following the instructions to vote via the Internet or by telephone indicated on the proxy card.

We appreciate your continuing loyalty and support, and we look forward to seeing you at the special meeting.

Sincerely,

John R. Valaas

President and Chief Executive Officer

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of the Washington
Federal common stock to be issued in the merger or determined if this document is accurate or adequate. Any representation to the
contrary is a criminal offense. The shares of Washington Federal common stock are not savings accounts, deposits or other obligations
of any bank or savings association and are not insured by any federal or state governmental agency.

This proxy statement/prospectus is dated                 , 2007 and was first mailed to shareholders of First Mutual on or about             , 2007
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FIRST MUTUAL BANCSHARES, INC. 400 108th Avenue, N.E.

Bellevue, Washington 98004

(206) 455-7300

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS To Be Held on             , 2007

To the shareholders of First Mutual Bancshares, Inc.:

We will hold a special meeting of shareholders of First Mutual Bancshares, Inc. at             .m., Pacific Time, on             , 2007, at             , for the
following purposes:

1. to consider and vote upon a proposal to approve an agreement and plan of merger, dated as of July 2, 2007, between Washington
Federal, Inc. and First Mutual, as described in the attached document;

2. to consider and vote upon a proposal to adjourn the special meeting to a later date or dates, if necessary, to permit further solicitation
of proxies if there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the merger agreement; and

3. to transact such other business as may properly come before the special meeting or any adjournment or postponement of the special
meeting.

We have fixed the close of business on             , 2007 as the record date for the determination of shareholders entitled to notice of and to vote at
the special meeting. Only holders of First Mutual common stock of record at the close of business on that date will be entitled to notice of and to
vote at the special meeting or any adjournment or postponement of the special meeting.

Our board of directors has determined that the merger agreement is in the best interests of First Mutual and its shareholders and
unanimously recommends that shareholders vote �FOR� approval of the merger agreement.

Holders of First Mutual common stock have the right to dissent from the merger and assert dissenters� rights, provided the proper procedures of
Chapter 23B.13 of the Washington Business Corporation Act are followed. A copy of Chapter 23B.13 of the Washington Business Corporation
Act is attached as Annex C to the proxy statement/prospectus that accompanies this notice.

Your vote is very important. Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting or vote via the Internet or by telephone, please promptly
complete, sign, date and return your proxy card in the enclosed envelope.

By Order of the Board of Directors

John R. Valaas

President and Chief Executive Officer

Bellevue, Washington

            , 2007
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RE FERENCES TO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This document incorporates important business and financial information about Washington Federal and First Mutual from documents that are
not included in or delivered with this document. You can obtain documents incorporated by reference in this document but not otherwise
accompanying this document by requesting them in writing or by telephone from Washington Federal or First Mutual as follows:

Washington Federal, Inc.

425 Pike Street

Seattle, Washington 98101

Attention: Edwin C. Hedlund

(206) 624-7930

First Mutual Bancshares, Inc.

400 108th Avenue, N.E.

Bellevue, Washington 98004

Attention: Janine Berryman Janine.Berryman@firstmutual.com

(425) 455-7300
You will not be charged for any of these documents that you request. If you would like to request documents, please do so by             ,
2007 in order to receive them before the special meeting.

For additional information regarding where you can find information about Washington Federal and First Mutual, please see �Where You Can
Find More Information� beginning on page 69.

i
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

ABOUT THE SPECIAL MEETING AND MERGER

Q: What do I need to do now?

A: After you have carefully read this document, indicate on your proxy card how you want your shares to be voted. Then sign, date and mail
your proxy card in the enclosed prepaid return envelope as soon as possible. Alternatively, you may vote by following the Internet and
telephone voting instructions indicated on the proxy card. This will enable your shares to be represented and voted at the special meeting.

Q: Why is my vote important?

A: The merger agreement must be approved by the holders of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of First Mutual common stock. If you do
not vote, it will have the same effect as a vote against the merger agreement.

Q: If my shares are held in street name by my broker, will my broker automatically vote my shares for me?

A: No. Your broker or other nominee will not be able to vote shares held by it in street name on your behalf without instructions from you.
You should instruct your broker or other nominee to vote your shares, following the directions your broker or other nominee provides.

Q: What if I fail to instruct my broker?

A: If you fail to instruct your broker or other nominee to vote your shares, it will have the same effect as a vote against the merger agreement.

Q: Can I attend the meeting and vote my shares in person?

A: Yes. All shareholders are invited to attend the special meeting. Shareholders of record can vote in person at the special meeting. If your
shares are held in street name, then you are not the shareholder of record and you must bring a legal proxy from your broker, bank or other
nominee confirming that you are the beneficial owner of the shares in order to vote in person at the special meeting.

Q: Can I change my vote?

A: Yes. There are three ways you can change your vote after you have sent in your proxy card:

� you may send a written notice to the secretary of First Mutual stating that you would like to revoke your proxy before the special
meeting;
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� you may complete and submit a new proxy card, and any earlier proxies will be revoked automatically or, if you submitted your
proxy via the Internet or by telephone, you can change your vote by submitting a proxy at a later date, in which case your
later-submitted proxy will be recorded and your earlier proxy revoked; or

� you may attend the special meeting and vote in person, and any earlier proxy will be revoked. However, simply attending the special
meeting without voting will not revoke your proxy.

If you have instructed a broker or other nominee to vote your shares, you must follow directions you receive from your broker or other nominee
to change your vote.

Q: Can I elect the type of consideration that I will receive in the merger?

A: Yes. Subject to the allocation procedures described in this document, you may elect to receive one of the following options in exchange for
your First Mutual common stock: all cash, all Washington Federal
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common stock, or a portion in cash and a portion in Washington Federal common stock in amounts you select. Whether you receive the
consideration you have selected will depend upon the election you make and the effect, if any, of the allocation procedures that are
discussed in this document.

Q: How do I elect to receive cash, shares of Washington Federal common stock or a combination of cash and stock for my shares of
First Mutual common stock?

A: A form for making an election will be sent to you separately on or about the date this document is mailed. You should complete the
election form indicating the form of merger consideration you would like to receive, whether all cash, all Washington Federal common
stock, or a combination of cash and stock in amounts determined by you. For your election to be effective, your election form must be sent
to and received by Mellon Investor Services, the exchange agent, on or before 5:00 p.m., Pacific Time, on the date of the special meeting,
or             , 2007. Please do not send your election form together with your proxy card. Instead, use the separate postage-paid envelope
specifically provided for the election form. If you do not make a timely election you will be allocated Washington Federal common stock
and/or cash depending on the elections made by other shareholders and the average share price of Washington Federal�s common stock.

Q: Will I receive the form of consideration I elect to receive?

A: Not necessarily. The allocation procedures described in this document on page 34 and set forth in the merger agreement are intended to
ensure that 50% of the aggregate merger consideration paid by Washington Federal to holders of First Mutual common stock will be
Washington Federal common stock, with the remaining 50% of the aggregate consideration to be paid in cash. First Mutual shareholders
will have the opportunity to elect all cash, all Washington Federal common stock or a portion in cash and a portion in Washington Federal
common stock. There is no assurance that you will receive the form of consideration you elect with respect to the First Mutual common
stock you hold. If there is an oversubscription of either cash or Washington Federal common stock, then Washington Federal will cause
the exchange agent to allocate the aggregate consideration to First Mutual shareholders according to the procedures set forth in this
document such that 50% of the aggregate consideration is paid in cash and 50% is paid in Washington Federal common stock. If the
average closing price of Washington Federal�s common stock during the 10 trading day period ending five business days prior to closing
the merger is less than $22.75, Washington Federal may, in its sole discretion, elect to revise the merger consideration so that each
outstanding share of First Mutual common stock will be converted into the right to receive solely the cash consideration regardless of the
election of stock or cash consideration by First Mutual shareholders.

Q. If my shares are held in street name by my broker, will my broker automatically make an election with respect to the
consideration to be received by me in exchange for my shares of First Mutual common stock?

A. No. Your broker or other nominee will not be able to make an election with respect to shares held by it in street name on your behalf
without instructions from you. You should instruct your broker or other nominee on which election to make, following the directions your
broker or other nominee provides.

Q. What if I fail to instruct my broker to complete the election form?

A. If you fail to instruct your broker or other nominee on which election to make, you will be treated as if you did not make an election with
respect to the consideration to be received by you in exchange for your shares of First Mutual common stock. Such shares will be treated
as no-election shares and will be subject to the allocation procedures described in this document.

Q. Will I be able to change my election after the First Mutual shareholder meeting?
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A: No. If you delivered an election form indicating the form of consideration you wish to receive in the merger, you will not be able to change
that election after 5:00 p.m., Pacific Time, on the date of the First Mutual shareholder meeting.

2
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Q: Should I send in my stock certificates now?

A: No. You should not send in your stock certificates at this time. Instructions for surrendering your First Mutual common stock certificates
in exchange for the merger consideration will be sent to you after we complete the merger.

Q: Where will my shares of Washington Federal common stock be listed?

A: We intend to apply to have the shares of Washington Federal common stock to be issued in the merger approved for quotation on the
Nasdaq Global Select Market. Washington Federal�s common stock currently trades on the Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol
�WFSL.�

Q: May I resell my stock acquired in the merger?

A: The Washington Federal common stock issued pursuant to the merger will be freely transferable under the Securities Act of 1933, except
for shares issued to any First Mutual shareholder who may be deemed to be an affiliate of Washington Federal for purposes of Rule 144
promulgated under the Securities Act of 1933 or an affiliate of First Mutual for purposes of Rule 145 promulgated under the Securities Act
of 1933.

Q: When do you expect to complete the merger?

A: We expect to complete the merger in the fourth quarter of 2007. However, we cannot assure you when or if the merger will occur. First
Mutual shareholders must first approve the merger agreement at the special meeting and the necessary regulatory approvals must be
obtained.

Q: Whom should I call with questions?

A: You should contact Janine Berryman, the corporate secretary of First Mutual at (425) 455-7300 or Janine.Berryman@firstmutual.com.

3
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information from this document and may not contain all of the information that is important to you. To
understand the merger fully and for a more complete description of the legal terms of the merger, you should read carefully this entire
document, including the merger agreement and the other documents to which we have referred you. See �Where You Can Find More
Information� beginning on page 69. Page references are included in this summary to direct you to a more complete description of the topics.

Throughout this document, �First Mutual,� �we� and �our� refers to First Mutual Bancshares, Inc., �Washington Federal� refers to
Washington Federal, Inc. and �Washington Federal Savings� refers to Washington Federal Savings and Loan Association, Washington
Federal�s banking subsidiary. Also, we refer to the merger between First Mutual and Washington Federal as the �merger,� the subsidiary
merger between Washington Federal Savings and First Mutual Bank, First Mutual�s banking subsidiary, as the �subsidiary merger� and the
agreement and plan of merger, dated as of July 2, 2007, between First Mutual and Washington Federal as the �merger agreement.�

Parties to the Proposed Merger (Pages 59 and 60)

Washington Federal, Inc. Washington Federal is a savings and loan holding company incorporated under the laws of the State of Washington
and the parent company of Washington Federal Savings, a federally chartered savings and loan association with 135 full service banking offices
located in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, New Mexico and Texas. Washington Federal�s principal asset is all of the capital
stock of Washington Federal Savings. Washington Federal had total consolidated assets of approximately $10.0 billion, total deposits of
approximately $6.0 billion and total consolidated shareholders� equity of approximately $1.3 billion at June 30, 2007. Washington Federal�s
principal executive offices are located at 425 Pike Street, Seattle, Washington 98101 and its telephone number is (206) 624-7930.

First Mutual Bancshares, Inc. First Mutual is a Washington corporation and the bank holding company for First Mutual Bank, a
Washington-chartered savings bank. First Mutual�s only significant activity is holding the stock of First Mutual Bank and engaging in certain
passive investment activities. First Mutual Bank�s business consists of attracting deposits from the general public and small- to medium-size
businesses as well as obtaining funds from wholesale funding sources and investing those funds primarily in commercial and residential real
estate loans, business loans, construction loans, and consumer loans. First Mutual Bank�s operations are conducted through 12 full-service
banking centers located in Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Monroe, Redmond, Sammamish, Seattle and Woodinville, Washington. First Mutual
Bank also has consumer loan offices located in Orange Park, Florida and Mt. Clemens, Michigan. First Mutual had total consolidated assets of
approximately $1.0 billion, total deposits of approximately $760 million and total consolidated shareholders� equity of approximately $73.7
million at June 30, 2007. First Mutual�s corporate office is located at 400 108th Avenue, N.E., Bellevue, Washington 98004 and its telephone
number is (425) 455-7300.

The Merger (Page 22)

We have attached the merger agreement to this document as Annex A. Please read the entire merger agreement. It is the legal document that
governs the merger. We propose a merger whereby First Mutual will merge with and into Washington Federal. Immediately following the
merger, the subsidiary merger is expected to be completed with First Mutual Bank merging with Washington Federal Savings, with Washington
Federal Savings as the surviving entity. We expect to complete the merger and the subsidiary merger in the fourth quarter of 2007.

4
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First Mutual Shareholders will receive Whole Shares of Washington Federal Common Stock and/or Cash for each Share of First
Mutual Common Stock Exchanged Pursuant to the Merger (Page 32)

If the merger of First Mutual with and into Washington Federal is completed, each outstanding share of First Mutual common stock (subject to
certain exceptions) will be converted into the right to receive:

� a cash amount equal to $180,985,491 divided by the number of shares of First Mutual common stock outstanding immediately prior
to the closing of the merger, which is referred to as the �per share cash consideration�; or

� a number of whole shares of common stock of Washington Federal determined by dividing the per share cash consideration by the
average closing price of Washington Federal common stock during the 10 trading day period ending on the fifth business day prior to
the effective time of the merger, plus cash in lieu of any fractional share interest taking into account all shares delivered by the holder
in exchange for stock.

As of             , 2007, there were 6,695,622 shares of First Mutual common stock outstanding, which would calculate to a per share cash
consideration of approximately $27.03. You will have the opportunity to elect all stock, all cash or a combination of stock and cash to be
received for all shares of First Mutual common stock held by you, subject to the allocation procedures set forth in the merger agreement which
are intended to ensure that 50% of the aggregate value of the merger consideration is paid in the form of shares of Washington Federal common
stock, with the remaining 50% of the aggregate merger consideration to be paid in cash.

If the average closing price of Washington Federal�s common stock during the 10 trading day period ending five business days prior to closing
the merger is less than $22.75, then Washington Federal may, in its sole discretion, elect to revise the merger consideration so that each
outstanding share of First Mutual common stock will be converted into the right to receive solely the cash consideration regardless of the
election of stock or cash consideration by First Mutual shareholders.

When and How to Choose the Method of Payment for Your Shares (Page 32)

Shares of First Mutual common stock will be exchanged for either shares of Washington Federal common stock, cash or a combination of stock
and cash, as chosen by you, subject to the election and allocation procedures discussed herein and described in detail in the merger agreement. A
form for making an election will be sent to you separately on or about the date this document is mailed. The election form permits you:

� to elect to receive a cash amount equal to $180,985,491 divided by the number of shares of First Mutual common stock outstanding
immediately prior to the closing of the merger, which is referred to as the �per share cash consideration� (as of             , 2007, there
were 6,695,622 shares of First Mutual common stock outstanding, which would calculate to a per share cash consideration of
approximately $27.03), for all shares of First Mutual common stock held by you;

� to elect to receive a number of whole shares of common stock of Washington Federal, in exchange for all shares of First Mutual
common stock held by you, determined by dividing the per share cash consideration by the average closing price of Washington
Federal common stock during the 10 trading day period ending on the fifth business day prior to the effective time of the merger,
plus cash in lieu of any fractional share interest;

� to elect to receive the stock consideration with respect to some of your shares of First Mutual common stock and the cash
consideration with respect to your remaining shares of First Mutual common stock; or

� to indicate that you make no election with respect to the consideration to be received by you in exchange for your shares of First
Mutual common stock.
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In order to make an effective election, you should complete the election form and return it in the envelope provided. The election form
must be received by the designated exchange agent by 5:00 p.m., Pacific

5
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Time, on the date of the special meeting, or             , 2007. After the First Mutual shareholder meeting you will not be able to change your
election and you will be bound to the election you have made, subject to the allocation procedures described in this document.

Your choice will be honored to the extent possible, but because of the overall limitation on the amount of cash and shares of Washington Federal
common stock available, whether you receive the amount of cash or stock you request will depend in part on how many other First Mutual
shareholders submit elections and how many choose to receive cash and how many choose to receive stock. Because 50% of the aggregate value
of the merger consideration must be paid in the form of shares of Washington Federal common stock, with the remaining 50% of the aggregate
merger consideration to be paid in cash, First Mutual shareholders may not receive exactly the form of consideration that they elect and may
receive a pro rata amount of cash and Washington Federal common stock.

Washington Federal will not issue fractional shares. Instead, First Mutual shareholders who receive Washington Federal common stock will
receive the value of any fractional share interest in cash, based on the average closing sales prices of a share of Washington Federal common
stock during a specified period preceding consummation of the merger.

Promptly following the effective date of the merger, the record holder of your shares will be sent a notice of the effectiveness of the merger and
a letter of transmittal. The letter of transmittal should be completed and returned to the designated exchange agent along with your stock
certificates representing shares of First Mutual common stock. After the letter of transmittal has been received and processed, you will be sent
the cash and/or Washington Federal common stock to which you are entitled. If you hold shares in street name, you will receive information
from your broker or other holder of record advising you of the process for receiving the cash and/or Washington Federal common stock to which
you are entitled.

You will need to surrender your First Mutual common stock certificates to receive the appropriate merger consideration, but you should not send
us any certificates now. You will receive detailed instructions on how to exchange your shares along with your letter of transmittal after the
merger is completed.

Comparative Per Share Market Price Information (Page 58)

Shares of Washington Federal common stock currently trade on the Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol �WFSL.� Shares of First
Mutual common stock trade on the Nasdaq Global Market under the symbol �FMSB.� The following table sets forth the closing sale prices of
Washington Federal common stock and First Mutual common stock as reported on the Nasdaq Stock Market on July 2, 2007, the last
trading-day before we announced the merger, and on             , 2007, the last practicable trading-day before the distribution of this document.

The following table also includes the equivalent price per share of First Mutual common stock on July 2, 2007 and             , 2007, which were
determined by multiplying the closing price of the Washington Federal common stock on those dates by an assumed exchange ratio of
            shares of Washington Federal common stock for each share of First Mutual common stock. These amounts represent the number of
shares of Washington Federal common stock that First Mutual shareholders electing to receive Washington Federal common stock in the merger
would receive in the merger for each share of First Mutual common stock based on the closing price of the Washington Federal common stock
on July 2, 2007 and             , 2007.

Washington Federal

Common Stock

First Mutual

Common Stock

Equivalent Market
Value Per
Share of

First
Mutual(1)

At July 2, 2007 $ 24.35 $ 22.38 $
At             , 2007 $ $ $

(1) The equivalent prices per share of First Mutual common stock on the indicated dates were determined by multiplying the assumed
exchange ratio of              by the closing price per share of the Washington Federal
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common stock on the indicated date. The actual exchange ratio will be determined by dividing the per share cash consideration (the actual
per share cash consideration will be determined by dividing $180,985,491 by the number of shares of First Mutual common stock
outstanding immediately prior to the closing of the merger) by the average closing prices of the Washington Federal common stock during
the 10 trading day period ending five business days preceding the effective time of the merger.

Washington Federal cannot assure you that its stock price will continue to trade at or above the prices shown above. You should obtain current
stock price quotations for the Washington Federal common stock from a newspaper, via the Internet or by calling your broker. See �The
Merger�Merger Consideration and Election and Exchange Procedures� beginning on page 32.

Comparative Per Share Dividend Information (Page 58)

Washington Federal and First Mutual currently pay a quarterly cash dividend to their respective shareholders. During the quarter ending June 30,
2007, Washington Federal declared a cash dividend of $0.21 per share of Washington Federal common stock and First Mutual paid a cash
dividend of $0.09 per share of First Mutual common stock. Washington Federal intends to continue to pay a quarterly cash dividend to its
shareholders. Pursuant to the merger agreement, First Mutual may continue to declare and pay regular quarterly dividends at a rate not in excess
of $0.09 per share on the First Mutual common stock with record dates and payment dates consistent with the prior year during the period prior
to consummation of the merger.

The Tax Consequences of the Merger for First Mutual Shareholders Will Be Dependent on the Merger Consideration Received (Page
50)

Washington Federal and First Mutual have received an opinion of counsel to the effect that, based on certain facts, representations and
assumptions, the merger will be treated as a �reorganization� for federal income tax purposes. Accordingly, you generally will not recognize any
gain or loss on the conversion of shares of First Mutual common stock solely into shares of Washington Federal common stock. However, you
generally will recognize gains if you receive cash in exchange for your shares of First Mutual common stock or instead of any fractional share of
Washington Federal common stock that you would otherwise be entitled to receive. The parties� obligation to complete the merger is conditioned
on their receipt of the same opinion, dated as of the effective date of the merger, regarding the federal income tax treatment of the merger.

Tax matters are complicated, and the tax consequences of the merger to you will depend upon the facts of your particular situation. In addition,
you may be subject to state, local or foreign tax laws that are not discussed herein. Accordingly, we strongly urge you to consult your own tax
advisor for a full understanding of the tax consequences to you of the merger.

First Mutual�s Financial Advisor Believes that the Merger Consideration is Fair to First Mutual Shareholders (Page 26)

Among other factors considered in deciding to approve the merger, the First Mutual board of directors received the opinion of its financial
advisor, Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, that, as of June 27, 2007 (the date on which the First Mutual board of directors approved the merger
agreement), the merger consideration was fair to the holders of First Mutual common stock from a financial point of view. This opinion was
subsequently confirmed in writing as of the date of this document. The opinion dated as of the date of this document is included as Annex B.
You should read this opinion completely to understand the assumptions made, matters considered and limitations of the review undertaken by
Keefe, Bruyette & Woods in providing its opinion. Keefe, Bruyette & Woods� opinion is directed to the First Mutual board of directors and does
not constitute a recommendation to any shareholder as to any matters relating to the merger. First Mutual agreed to pay Keefe, Bruyette &
Woods, a cash fee equal to 1% of the market value of all merger consideration paid to shareholders of First Mutual, minus $125,000, which
amounts to a fee of approximately $1.8 million, for its fairness opinion and other financial advisory services, $28,928 of which has been paid as
of the date of mailing of this document.
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Our Board of Directors Recommends Approval of the Merger (Page 21)

Based on First Mutual�s reasons for the merger described herein, including the fairness opinion of Keefe, Bruyette & Woods, the First Mutual
board of directors believes that the merger is fair to you and in your best interests and unanimously recommends that you vote �FOR� approval of
the merger agreement.

Date, Time and Location of the Special Meeting (Page 19)

The special meeting will be held at             .m., Pacific Time, on             ,             , 2007, at             . At the special meeting, First Mutual
shareholders will be asked to approve the merger agreement, to approve a proposal to adjourn the special meeting if necessary to permit further
solicitation of proxies if there are not sufficient votes at the time of the special meeting to approve the merger agreement and to act on any other
matters that may properly come before the special meeting.

Record Date and Voting Rights for the Special Meeting (Page 20)

You are entitled to vote at the special meeting if you owned shares of First Mutual common stock as of the close of business on             , 2007.
You will have one vote at the special meeting for each share of First Mutual common stock that you owned on that date.

Shareholders of record may vote by mail, telephone, via the Internet or by attending the special meeting and voting in person. Each proxy
returned to First Mutual (and not revoked) by a holder of First Mutual common stock will be voted in accordance with the instructions indicated
thereon. If no instructions are indicated, the proxy will be voted �FOR� approval of the merger agreement and �FOR� the proposal to adjourn the
special meeting if necessary to permit further solicitation of proxies on the proposal to approve the merger agreement.

Approval of the Merger Agreement Requires a Two-Thirds Vote by First Mutual Shareholders

The affirmative vote of the holders of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of First Mutual common stock is necessary to approve the merger
agreement on behalf of First Mutual.

Management of First Mutual Owns Shares Which May Be Voted at the Special Meeting (Pages 53 and 61)

The directors and executive officers of First Mutual, who collectively own approximately 35.5% of the outstanding shares of First Mutual
common stock as of the record date for the special meeting, have entered into shareholder agreements with Washington Federal pursuant to
which they have agreed to vote all of their shares in favor of the merger agreement.

Washington Federal and First Mutual Must Meet Several Conditions to Complete the Merger (Page 36)

Completion of the merger depends on meeting a number of conditions, including the following:

� shareholders of First Mutual must approve the merger agreement;

� Washington Federal and First Mutual must receive all required regulatory approvals for the merger and the subsidiary merger, and
any waiting periods required by law must have passed;

� there must be no law, injunction or order enacted or issued preventing completion of the merger;

� the Washington Federal common stock to be issued in the merger must have been approved for trading on the Nasdaq Global Select
Market (or on any securities exchange on which the Washington Federal common stock may then be listed);
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� the representations and warranties of each of Washington Federal and First Mutual in the merger agreement must be accurate, subject
to exceptions that would not have a material adverse effect on Washington Federal or First Mutual, respectively;

� Washington Federal and First Mutual must have complied in all material respects with their respective obligations in the merger
agreement; and

� dissenting shares shall not represent 10% or more of the outstanding First Mutual common stock.
Unless prohibited by law, either Washington Federal or First Mutual could elect to waive a condition that has not been satisfied and complete the
merger anyway. The parties cannot be certain whether or when any of the conditions to the merger will be satisfied, or waived where
permissible, or that the merger will be completed.

Washington Federal and First Mutual Must Obtain Regulatory Approvals to Complete the Merger (Page 37)

To complete the merger, the parties need the prior approval of or waiver from the Office of Thrift Supervision and the Federal Reserve Bank of
San Francisco and notification to the Washington State Department of Financial Institutions. The U.S. Department of Justice is able to provide
input into the approval process of federal banking agencies and will have between 15 and 30 days following any approval of a federal banking
agency to challenge the approval on antitrust grounds. Washington Federal and First Mutual have filed all necessary applications with the
applicable regulatory agencies. Washington Federal and First Mutual cannot predict, however, whether the required regulatory approvals will be
obtained or whether any such approvals will have conditions which would be detrimental to Washington Federal following completion of the
merger.

Washington Federal and First Mutual may Terminate the Merger Agreement (Page 44)

Washington Federal and First Mutual can mutually agree at any time to terminate the merger agreement before completing the merger, even if
shareholders of First Mutual have already voted to approve it.

Either company also can terminate the merger agreement:
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