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$

% Fixed-to-Floating Rate Subordinated Notes due
2027

We are offering $§  aggregate principal amount of our ~ % Fixed-to-Floating Rate Subordinated Notes due 2027

(which we refer to as the Notes ). The Notes will mature on , 2027. From and including , 2017 to but
excluding , 2022, we will pay interest on the Notes semi-annually in arrears on each and ,
commencing , 2017, at a fixed annual interest rate equal to  %. From and including , 2022 to but

excluding the maturity date or the date of earlier redemption, the interest rate will reset quarterly to an annual interest

rate equal to the then-current three-month LIBOR rate plus a spread of ~ basis points, payable quarterly in arrears on

each , , and . Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that three-month LIBOR is less
than zero, three-month LIBOR shall be deemed to be zero.

We may, beginning with the interest payment date of , 2022 and on any interest payment date thereafter,
redeem the Notes, in whole or in part, at a redemption price equal to 100% of the principal amount of the Notes to be
redeemed plus accrued and unpaid interest to but excluding the date of redemption. The Notes will not otherwise be
redeemable by us prior to maturity, unless certain events occur, as described under Description of the
Notes Redemption in this prospectus supplement. The Notes will not be convertible or exchangeable.

The Notes will be unsecured subordinated obligations of Ameris Bancorp. There is no sinking fund for the Notes. The
Notes will be subordinated in right of payment to the payment of our existing and future senior indebtedness,
including all of our general creditors, and they will be structurally subordinated to all of our subsidiaries existing and
future indebtedness and other obligations. The Notes are obligations of Ameris Bancorp only and are not obligations
of, and are not guaranteed by, any of our subsidiaries.

Currently, there is no public trading market for the Notes. We do not intend to list the Notes on any securities
exchange or to have the Notes quoted on a quotation system.

% Fixed-to-Floating Rate Subordinated Notes due 2027 1
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Investing in the Notes involves risk. Please carefully consider the risks discussed in the Risk Factors section
beginning on page S-8 of this prospectus supplement and in the documents incorporated by reference into this
prospectus supplement before making a decision to invest in the Notes.

Per Note Total

Public offering price(!) % $
Underwriting discounts and commissions % $
Proceeds to us, before expenses % $

Plus accrued interest, if any, from the original issue date. The underwriter will also be reimbursed for certain

( )expenses incurred in this offering. See Underwriting for details.
Neither the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC, nor any state securities commission has
approved or disapproved of the Notes or passed upon the adequacy or accuracy of this prospectus supplement
or the accompanying prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The Notes are not savings accounts, deposits or other obligations of our subsidiary bank, Ameris Bank, or any
of our nonbank subsidiaries. The Notes are not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation, or FDIC, or any other governmental agency.

The underwriter expects to deliver the Notes to purchasers in book-entry form through the facilities of The Depository
Trust Company against payment therefor in immediately available funds, on or about , 2017.

Sole Book-running Manager

Stephens Inc.

The date of this prospectus supplement is March , 2017.

Stephens Inc.
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS SUPPLEMENT

Unless otherwise indicated or unless the context requires otherwise, all references in this prospectus supplement and
the accompanying prospectus to Ameris, the Company, we, our, ours, and us or similar references mean /
Bancorp. References to Ameris Bank orthe Bank mean Ameris Bank, which is our wholly owned bank subsidiary.

This document consists of two parts. The first part is this prospectus supplement, which describes the specific terms of
this offering of the Notes and certain other matters relating to us and our financial condition, and it adds to and
updates information contained in the accompanying prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference into this
prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus. The second part is the accompanying prospectus, dated
February 27, 2017, which provides more general information about us and the securities that we may offer from time
to time, some of which may not apply to this offering. You should read carefully both this prospectus supplement and
the accompanying prospectus in their entirety, together with additional information described under the heading
Where You Can Find More Information, before investing in the Notes. Generally, when we refer to the prospectus, we
are referring to both parts of this document combined.

This prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus are part of a registration statement on Form S-3 (File
No. 333-216254) that we filed with the SEC utilizing a shelf registration process for the immediate, continuous or
delayed offer and sale of securities pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the Securities
Act ). Under the shelf registration process, we may, from time to time, sell an indeterminate amount of the securities
described in the accompanying prospectus in one or more offerings.

You should rely only on the information contained in, or incorporated by reference into, this prospectus supplement,
the accompanying prospectus or in any free writing prospectus prepared by or on behalf of us or to which we have
referred you. We have not, and the underwriter has not, authorized anyone to provide any different or inconsistent

information. We take no responsibility for, and can provide no assurance as to the reliability of, any other information
that others may give you. This prospectus supplement may be used only for the purpose for which it has been
prepared.

If the information set forth in this prospectus supplement differs in any way from the information set forth in the
accompanying prospectus, you should rely on the information set forth in this prospectus supplement. If the
information conflicts with any statement in a document that we have incorporated by reference, then you should
consider only the statement in the more recent document. You should not assume that the information appearing in
this prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus or the documents incorporated by reference into those
documents is accurate as of any date other than the date of the applicable document. Our business, financial condition,
results of operations and prospects may have changed since that date.

We are offering to sell the Notes only in jurisdictions where offers are permitted. Neither this prospectus
supplement nor the accompanying prospectus constitutes an offer, or an invitation on our behalf or on behalf
of the underwriter, to subscribe for and purchase any of the securities and may not be used for or in connection
with an offer or solicitation by anyone in any jurisdiction in which such an offer or solicitation is not authorized
or to any person to whom it is unlawful to make such an offer or solicitation.

ii
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WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We file annual, quarterly and current reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. You may read and

copy any reports, statements or other information that we file with the SEC at the SEC s Public Reference Room at 100

F Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20549. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further information on the Public

Reference Room. Our SEC filings are also available to the public from commercial document retrieval services and at

the website maintained by the SEC at www.sec.gov. Reports, proxy statements and other information that we file with

the SEC can also be found on our website, www.amerisbank.com, at the SEC Filings link under the Investor Relations
tab. The information on, or that can be accessed through, our website is not a part of this document.

The SEC s rules allow us to incorporate by reference the information we file with the SEC, which means that we can
disclose important information to you by referring you to those documents. The information incorporated by reference
is considered to be part of this prospectus supplement, and later information that we file with the SEC will
automatically update and supersede this information. In all cases, you should rely on the later information
incorporated by reference over different information included in this prospectus supplement.

We incorporate by reference the documents listed below and any future filings we make with the SEC under Sections
13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the Exchange Act ) (other than any
information contained in such filings that is deemed furnished to, or is otherwise not deemed filed with, the SEC in
accordance with SEC rules, including, but not limited to, information furnished under Items 2.02 and 7.01 of any
Current Report on Form 8-K, including related exhibits), until the termination of this offering:

Our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2016, filed on February 27, 2017;

The information contained in our Definitive Proxy Statement on Schedule 14A filed on April 1, 2016, and specifically
incorporated by reference into our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2015, filed on
February 29, 2016;

Our Current Reports on Form 8-K filed on January 23, 2017, February 8, 2017 and March 2, 2017; and
The description of our common stock contained under the caption Description of Capital Stock found in our
Preliminary Prospectus dated as of April 21, 1994, filed as part of our Registration Statement on Form SB-2
(Registration No. 33-77930) on April 21, 1994, and any amendments or reports filed for the purpose of updating such
description.

You may request a copy of any of the documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus supplement or the
accompanying prospectus (other than a copy of an exhibit to a filing, unless that exhibit is specifically incorporated by
reference in the filing), at no cost, by writing or telephoning us at the following address and telephone number:

Ameris Bancorp
310 First St., S.E.
Moultrie, Georgia 31768
Attn: Corporate Secretary
(229) 890-1111

You should rely only on the information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus supplement
and the accompanying prospectus or in any free writing prospectus prepared by or on behalf of us or to which
we have referred you. We have not authorized anyone else to provide you with additional or different
information.

iii
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CAUTIONARY NOTE REGARDING
FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference herein or
therein may contain certain forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform

Act of 1995. In some cases, forward-looking statements can be identified by the use of words such as may, might,

will, would, should, could, expect, plan, intend, anticipate, believe, estimate, predict, prob

target, continue, look forward, or assume, and words of similar import. Forward-looking statements are not histori
facts but instead express only management s beliefs regarding future results or events, many of which, by their nature,

are inherently uncertain and outside of management s control. It is possible that actual results and events may differ,

possibly materially, from the anticipated results or events indicated in these forward-looking statements.
Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance, and we caution you not to place undue reliance
on these statements.

You should understand that important factors, including the following, in addition to those discussed elsewhere in this
prospectus supplement or the accompanying prospectus, as well as in the documents which are incorporated by
reference into this prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus, could cause actual results to differ

materially from those expressed in such forward-looking statements:

the risks of any acquisitions, mergers or divestitures which we may undertake in the future, including, without
limitation, the related time and costs of implementing such transactions, integrating operations as part of these
transactions and possible failures to achieve expected gains, revenue growth, expense savings and/or other results
from such transactions;

the effects of future economic, business and market conditions and changes, including seasonality;
legislative and regulatory changes, including changes in banking, securities and tax laws, regulations and policies and
their application by our regulators;

changes in accounting rules, practices and interpretations;
the risks of changes in interest rates on the levels, composition and costs of deposits, loan demand, and the values and
liquidity of loan collateral, securities and interest-sensitive assets and liabilities;
changes in borrower credit risks and payment behaviors;
changes in the availability and cost of credit and capital in the financial markets;
changes in the prices, values and sales volumes of residential and commercial real estate;
the effects of concentrations in our loan portfolio;
our ability to resolve nonperforming assets;
the failure of assumptions and estimates underlying the establishment of reserves for possible loan losses and other
estimates and valuations;
changes in technology or products that may be more difficult, costly or less effective than anticipated; and

the effects of war or other conflicts, acts of terrorism, hurricanes, floods, tornados or other catastrophic events that
may affect economic conditions.

Our management believes the forward-looking statements about us are reasonable. However, you should not place
undue reliance on them. Any forward-looking statements in the prospectus supplement, the accompanying prospectus
and the documents incorporated by reference herein or therein are not guarantees of future performance. They involve

risks, uncertainties and assumptions, and actual results, developments and business decisions may differ from those

contemplated by those forward-looking statements, and such differences may be material. Many of the factors that
will determine these results are beyond our ability to control or predict. We disclaim any duty to update any
forward-looking statements, all of which are expressly qualified by the statements in this section.

CAUTIONARY NOTE REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS 8
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Any investor in our securities should consider all risks and uncertainties disclosed in our SEC filings described above
under the heading Where You Can Find More Information, all of which are accessible on the SEC s website at
www.sec.gov.

Y
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PROSPECTUS SUPPLEMENT SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information contained elsewhere in, or incorporated by reference into, this
prospectus supplement. Because this is a summary, it may not contain all of the information that is important to you in
making your investment decision. You should carefully read this entire prospectus supplement and the accompanying
prospectus, as well as the information to which we refer you and the information incorporated by reference herein,
before deciding whether to invest in the Notes. You should pay special attention to the information contained under
the caption entitled Risk Factors in this prospectus supplement and Item 1A., Risk Factors, in our Annual
Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2016, to determine whether an investment in the Notes is
appropriate for you.

Ameris Bancorp

Ameris Bancorp, a Georgia corporation, is a bank holding company whose business is conducted primarily through
Ameris Bank, a Georgia state-chartered bank and a wholly owned subsidiary of Ameris.

We are headquartered in Moultrie, Georgia, and provide a full range of banking services to our retail and commercial
customers through 97 branches primarily concentrated in select markets in Georgia, Alabama, Northern Florida and
South Carolina. These branches serve distinct communities in our business areas with autonomy but do so as one
bank, leveraging our favorable geographic footprint in an effort to acquire more customers. Deposits with Ameris
Bank are insured, up to applicable limits, by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

Throughout our history, our strategy has been focused on growing our franchise in our historical markets and in select
new markets that we have entered through acquisitions. We believe our strategy has resulted in a consistent record of
strong growth over an extended period of time, as we have grown from $2.11 billion in total asset at December 31,
2007 to $6.90 billion in total assets at December 31, 2016. At December 31, 2016, we also had $5.37 billion in total

loans, $5.58 billion in total deposits and $646.4 million of shareholders equity.

Our principal executive offices are located at 310 First St., S.E., Moultrie, Georgia 31768. Our telephone number is
(229) 890-1111 and website is www.amerisbank.com. The information on our website is not a part of this prospectus,
and the reference to our website address does not constitute incorporation by reference of any information on that
website into this prospectus or any prospectus supplement.

Recent Developments

FDIC Consent Order

On December 16, 2016, Ameris Bank entered into a Stipulation to the Issuance of a Consent Order with its bank
regulatory agencies, the FDIC and the Georgia Department of Banking and Finance (the GDBF ), consenting to the
issuance of a consent order (the Order ) relating to the Bank s Bank Secrecy Act (together with its implementing
regulations, the BSA ) compliance program. In consenting to the issuance of the Order, the Bank did not admit or deny
any charges of unsafe or unsound banking practices related to its BSA compliance program.

The Bank began taking corrective actions prior to the entry of the Order after communicating with its regulators and

expects that it will be able to undertake and implement all required actions within the time periods specified in the
Order. During the fourth quarter of 2016, the Bank recorded a pre-tax charge of $5.75 million for outside consulting

PROSPECTUS SUPPLEMENT SUMMARY 10
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services related to remediation activities required under the Order. The Bank will incur additional non-interest
expenses associated with the implementation of corrective actions; however, these additional expenses are not
expected to have a material impact on the results of operations or financial position of the Bank or the Company.

US Premium Finance

On December 15, 2016, in furtherance of our desire to add new lines of business that complement our existing lines of
business to help drive growth, Ameris Bank entered into a Management and License Agreement with William J.
Villari and US Premium Financing Holding Company, a Florida corporation ( USPF ), pursuant to which Mr. Villari
will manage a division of the Bank operated under the name

S-1
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US Premium Finance and which is engaged in the business of soliciting, originating, servicing, administering and
collecting loans made for purposes of funding insurance premiums and other loans made to persons engaged in the
insurance business.

Also on December 15, 2016, we entered into a Stock Purchase Agreement with Mr. Villari pursuant to which we
agreed to purchase from him 4.99% of the outstanding shares of common stock of USPF, with the further commitment
to purchase from him an additional 25.01% of the outstanding shares of USPF common stock by December 31, 2017,
subject to the receipt of all necessary regulatory approvals. As consideration for the initial acquisition of 4.99% of the

outstanding USPF shares, we agreed to issue to Mr. Villari 128,572 unregistered shares of our common stock in a

private placement transaction pursuant to the exemptions from registration provided in Section 4(a)(2) of the
Securities Act and Rule 506 of Regulation D promulgated thereunder. Those transactions closed on January 18, 2017,
and a registration statement was filed with the SEC on February 13, 2017 to register the resale or other disposition of
our shares that were issued to Mr. Villari.

S-2
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THE OFFERING

The following summary contains basic information about the Notes and this offering and is not complete. It does not
contain all the information that may be important to you. For a more complete understanding of the Notes, you should
read the section of this prospectus supplement entitled Description of the Notes.

Issuer:
Ameris Bancorp
Securities Offered:
% Fixed-to-Floating Rate Subordinated Notes due 2027

Aggregate Principal Amount:

$
Issue Price:
%
Maturity Date:
The Notes will mature on ,2027.
Interest Rate:
From and including the issue date to but excluding , 2022, a fixed per annum rate of  %.
From and including , 2022 to but excluding the maturity date or the date of earlier redemption, a floating per

annum rate equal to the then-current three-month LIBOR rate, determined on the determination date of the

applicable interest period, plus a spread of  basis points (  %); provided, however, that in the event that

three-month LIBOR is less than zero, three-month LIBOR shall be deemed to be zero. For any determination date,
LIBOR means the rate as published by Bloomberg (or any successor service) at approximately 11:00 a.m., London

time, two business days prior to the commencement of the relevant quarterly interest period, as the London interbank

rate for U.S. dollars. If such rate is not available at such time for any reason, then the rate for that interest period will

be determined by such alternate method as provided in the Indenture (as defined in Description of the Notes in this

prospectus supplement). We have appointed Wilmington Trust, National Association as the calculation agent for

purposes of determining three-month LIBOR for each floating rate interest period.

Interest Payment Dates:

Until, but not including , 2022, we will pay interest on the Notes on  and  of each year, commencing
,2017.

From and including , 2022 to , 2027 but excluding the maturity date or the date of earlier redemption,

we will pay interest on the Notes on , , and of each year.

Record Dates:
The 15t day of the month immediately preceding the month of the applicable interest payment date.

Day Count Convention:

Interest will be computed on the basis of a 360-day year consisting of twelve 30-day months to but excluding

, 2022 and, thereafter, on the basis of the actual number of days in the relevant interest period divided by 360.

No Guarantees:

The Notes are not guaranteed by any of our subsidiaries. As a result, the Notes will be structurally subordinated to

the liabilities of our subsidiaries as discussed below under Ranking.
S-3
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Ranking:
The Notes will be our unsecured, subordinated obligations and:

will rank junior in right of payment and upon our liquidation to any of our existing and all future Senior
Indebtedness (as defined in the Indenture), all as described under Description of the Notes in this prospectus
supplement;

will rank junior in right of payment and upon our liquidation to any of our existing and all of our future general
creditors;

will rank equal in right of payment and upon our liquidation with any of our existing and all of our future
indebtedness the terms of which provide that such indebtedness ranks equally with the Notes;

will rank senior in right of payment and upon our liquidation to any of our indebtedness the terms of which provide
that such indebtedness ranks junior in right of payment to note indebtedness such as the Notes; and

will be effectively subordinated to our future secured indebtedness to the extent of the value of the collateral
securing such indebtedness, and structurally subordinated to the existing and future indebtedness of our subsidiaries,
including without limitation the Bank s depositors, liabilities to general creditors and liabilities arising in the ordinary
course of business or otherwise.
As of December 31, 2016, on a consolidated basis, the Company s outstanding indebtedness and other liabilities
totaled approximately $6.25 billion, which includes approximately $5.58 billion of deposit liabilities. As of
December 31, 2016, total liabilities also include approximately $84.23 million of outstanding trust preferred
subordinated indebtedness that ranks junior to the Notes.
The Indenture does not limit the amount of additional indebtedness we or our subsidiaries may incur.

Optional Redemption:
We may, beginning with the interest payment date of , 2022, and on any interest payment date thereafter,
redeem the Notes, in whole or in part, at a redemption price equal to 100% of the principal amount of the Notes to be
redeemed plus accrued and unpaid interest to but excluding the date of redemption.

Special Redemption:
We may also redeem the Notes at any time, including prior to , 2022, at our option, in whole but not in part,
if: (a) a change or prospective change in law occurs that could prevent us from deducting interest payable on the
Notes for U.S. federal income tax purposes; (b) a subsequent event occurs that could preclude the Notes from being
recognized as Tier 2 capital for regulatory capital purposes; or (c) we are required to register as an investment
company under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended; in each case, at a redemption price equal to
100% of the principal amount of the

S-4
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Notes plus any accrued and unpaid interest to but excluding the redemption date. For more information, see
Description of the Notes  Redemption in this prospectus supplement.
Sinking Fund:
There is no sinking fund for the Notes.

Further Issuances:
The Notes will initially be limited to an aggregate principal amount of § . We may from time to time, without
notice to or consent of the holders, increase the aggregate principal amount of the Notes outstanding by issuing
additional notes in the future with the same terms as the Notes, except for the issue date, the offering price and the
first interest payment date, and such additional notes may be consolidated with the Notes issued in this offering and
form a single series.

Use of Proceeds:
We intend to use the net proceeds of this offering to repay existing indebtedness under our revolving credit
agreement and for other general corporate purposes, which may include providing capital to support our growth
organically or through strategic acquisitions, financing investments and capital expenditures, and for investments in
the Bank as regulatory capital. Advances under our revolving credit agreement bear interest at 90-day LIBOR plus
3.50% (equal to 4.43% at December 31, 2016) and are due September 26, 2017. See  Use of Proceeds in this
prospectus supplement.

Form and Denomination:
The Notes will be offered in book-entry form through the facilities of The Depository Trust Company (which, along
with its successors, we refer to as DTC ) in minimum denominations of $1,000 and integral multiples of $1,000 in
excess thereof.

Listing:

The Notes will not be listed on any securities exchange or quoted on any quotation system.
Governing Law:
The Notes and the Indenture will be governed by the laws of the State of New York.
Trustee:
Wilmington Trust, National Association.

Risk Factors:
An investment in the Notes involves risks. You should carefully consider the information contained under Risk
Factors in this prospectus supplement and Item 1A., Risk Factors, in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 2016, as well as other information included or incorporated by reference into this
prospectus supplement and the accompanying prospectus, including our financial statements and the notes thereto,
before making an investment decision.

Consolidated Earnings Ratios:
Please refer to the information contained under Consolidated Ratios of Earnings to Fixed Charges and Preferred

Stock Dividends in this prospectus supplement for a presentation of such ratios for each of the last five years.
S-5
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SUMMARY HISTORICAL FINANCIAL DATA

The following tables set forth selected consolidated historical financial and other data for the periods ended and as of
the dates indicated. The selected consolidated financial data presented below as of and for the years ended December
31,2016, 2015 and 2014 is derived from our audited consolidated financial statements included in our Annual Report
on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2016, which is incorporated by reference herein. The financial data
presented below as of and for the years ended December 31, 2013 and 2012 has been derived from our audited
consolidated financial statements for such periods that are not incorporated by reference herein.

This summary historical financial data should be read in conjunction with the information in Item 7., Management s
Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations, in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for
the year ended December 31, 2016, and with our consolidated financial statements and related notes incorporated by
reference into this prospectus supplement and accompanying prospectus. Results from past periods ar